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MICHIGAN BICYCLIST LAWS:
GUIDE FOR THE PUBLIC

A “bicycle” is a two- or three-wheeled device that is human-powered
and has wheels that are more than 14 inches in diameter.

BICYCLISTS * Do not ride on a freeway.

¢ Keep both hands on the handlebars.
¢ At night, use a white lamp on the front of your bicycle
and a red reflector—or a red reflector with a red light—

¢ Bicyclists have the same rights on the road as motorists. on the rear.

Bicyclists also must obey the laws and rules of the road Make sure your bicycle is equipped with properly
the same as motorists. working brakes.

Violating any of the laws listed below Parents or guardians should teach their child(ren) to

could result in a ticket. obey the bicycle laws.

# Use proper hand signals when stopping or turning. SIDEWALKS
# Ride as close to the right-hand edge of the road as A bicyclist may ride on a sidewalk or crosswalk, if...
possible, except when... » There are no rules prohibiting it in that area.
» Passing. » The bicyclist yields the right-of-way to pedestrians.

» Turning left. The bicyclist gives an audible signal before passing a
» Conditions on the right-hand edge are unsafe. pedestrian.

» Proceeding straight at an intersection. The bicyclist follows the same laws and rules for
» Riding on a one-way street, where a bicyclist may legally pedestrians.
also ride on the left-hand edge.

Local communities can have rules or laws
that restrict bicycle use on sidewalks.

¢ Only sit on the bicycle seat.

¢ Only have the number of people on a bicycle that it was

designed to carry.
A bicyclist may park a bicycle on a sidewalk, if...

Bicyclists must travel With the normal » There areno I’u/es prohlbltlng It in that ared.
flow of traffic. Because bi ¢y clists » It does not interfere with pedestrians using the sidewalk.
typically travel slower than the posted Follow the “Rules of the Road” for vehicles in general,

.. including...
speed limit, they should keep to the » Yield the right-of-way.

edge of the road whenever possible. » Yield when turning left at an intersection.

» Yield to traffic when leaving a private drive.
» Obey all traffic signs and signals.

» Stay alert and cautious when riding.

¢ A bicyclist must not hold onto or be tethered to a
vehicle while riding.

# Ride with no more than two bicycles side by side.




MOTORISTS

Violating any of the laws listed
below could result in a ticket.

Michigan law requires at least 3 feet
of space when passing a bicyclist,
measured from the vehicle’s side mirror.

Drivers may safely pass a
bicyclist in a no-passing zone.

# Travel at a speed that will allow for a safe stopping
distance when following a bicyclist.

* A city, township, or village can adopt these laws
into their local ordinances.

A bicyclist is not impeding traffic
when they are keeping to the edge
of the road when possible and
traveling with the flow of traffic.

¢ Alocal authority cannot adopt a local law that
provides lesser penalties or that conflicts with the
state laws.

¢ Alocal authority can adopt their own regulations
for bicyclists, such as requiring registrations or
licenses for bicycles.

# Bicycling offenses will not be recorded on a
person’s driver’s license, except for offenses
involving...

» A controlled substance
» A minor in possession of alcohol

» Open alcohol
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